
 

 

ARIZONA-SONORA DESERT MUSEUM 
                    PLANT CARE INFORMATION 
  
      Virgin’s Bower or Barba de Viejo 
                   Clematis drummondii 
 

DESCRIPTION: Virgin’s Bower is a perennial woody vine, found in a variety of habitats in the 
southern plains and southwestern U.S. and northern Mexico; from washes in the lower desert up 
into the oak forests. It climbs by tendrils and clasping leaves to nearly 20 feet. Leaves are 
deciduous. The flowers have 4 white, petal-like sepals surrounding a cluster of white stamens. 
The female flowers are followed by fluffy, whitish-rose colored seed plumes. Flowering can 
occur any time from spring until fall, from March to October. 

RECOMMENDED USE: A background accent, shade plant, enhanced desert landscape or 
xeriscape, attract wildlife. 
      (over) 
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CULTURE: 

       Hardiness: Roots are hardy to at least 10oF. 

    Sun tolerance: Light to moderate shade. 

       Watering and feeding: Low to moderate, depending on soil type. 

       Soil requirements: Best in sandy loam. 

     Pruning: As needed to control. 
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