
 

 

ARIZONA-SONORA DESERT MUSEUM 
                    PLANT CARE INFORMATION 
  
     Mountain Mahogany or Ramón 
                  Cercocarpus species 
 

DESCRIPTION: The several species of Mountain Mahogany are tall, narrow, evergreen shrubs 
to about 12 feet tall and usually half as wide. The nearly vertical stems are clothed with many 
small, narrow, leathery leaves that are typically very dark green in color. Growth is moderate 
with adequate water, or very slow in dry conditions. The flowers are inconspicuous, followed by 
fuzzy threadlike fruit that glow white when backlit by the sun. The genus is native to the arid 
mountains of the Southwest. 
 
RECOMMENDED USE: A good screen or background; because of the dull green foliage it 
does not compete for attention with foreground plants. 
 
      (over) 
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CULTURE: 

       Hardiness: Hardy to at least 10° F. 

    Sun tolerance: Full sun is best but will grow in light shade.   

       Watering and feeding: This drought tolerant shrub needs only monthly irrigation in  
  the desert to maintain foliage once established.   

       Soil requirements: Any well drained soil will do. 

     Pruning: Any time. 
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