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by Julia Rowe Ph.D., Invasive Species
Program Coordinator

Where have all the flowers gone? Why do birds suddenly appear? To answer questions about
our environment, scientists require data. For centuries, people have collected observations, or
run experiments to increase our understanding of the world.

Many people, not just formally trained scientists, are fascinated
by these projects and are deeply involved in answering big ques-
tions. There is a plethora of projects that connect people with the
natural world in ways that directly benefit their communities. One
of these projects, the National Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird
Count, dates back to 1900, and is the longest-running community
science project in North America! It takes place at thousands of loca-
tions where people observe birds. Results from the Christmas Bird
Count have been used in over 300 different studies of bird migration,
ecology, distribution, and population changes.

In the 1990s the term “citizen scientist” was coined to talk about the
people who participate in these collective science programs. Recog-
nizing that the word “citizen” is exclusionary, the term has evolved
to the more inclusive “community scientist”. Community science is

currently being used to answer questions about monarch butterfly
and bird migrations, air and water quality, and even the classification
of galaxies. The best part? Anyone can participate!

Here are just a few of the projects focused on conserving biodiversity:
Save Qur Saguaros (S0S) Map-A-Thon

Each winter, the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum leads “Save Our
Saguaros” month to beat back buffelgrass, an invasive, fire-promoting
grass that can forever change our beloved Sonoran Desert landscape.
Due to COVID-19, SOS has a different goal this year. Rather than
hosting numerous buffelgrass digs around Tucson, the Museum is
asking people to learn how to identify the grass and then contribute
buffelgrass locations to a community map. If you see buffelgrass
where you live, work, or play, record it! Visit buffelgrass.org for more

information, including what prizes you can earn! .
...continued on page 2




...continued from page 1

Monarch Joint Venture -
Monarch Joint Venture is a collaboration among multiple mon-
arch-tracking programs, including Southwest Monarch Study,
which is focused on monarch migration and breeding patterns in
the Southwest. Monarch tagging has revealed that regional migratory
patterns are complex, and that we still have a lot to learn about them.
Like the eastern monarch population, southwestern monarch popula-
tions are struggling to survive, reaching record low numbers in recent
years. The Southwest Monarch Study offers materials and training
for people who want to create monarch habitats or tag monarchs so
that their movements can be tracked. If you love monarch butterflies,

consider joining this study. www.swmonarchs.org

Sky Island Alliance Community Science Projects
Y Sky Island Alliance relies heavily on community scientists in
| £ ISLAND their work to protect and restore the Sky Islands. Volunteers sup-
-~ ALLIANCE - s port wildlife and water programs — whether they are collecting data in
ae rugged mountainous terrain, lending their expertise to identify species
from wildlife camera photos, or pulling invasive species from canyons
to promote native ones. Their Border Wildlife Study documents bio-
diversity along the U.S.-Mexico border region. The FotoFauna project
encourages individuals to place wildlife cameras on their property and
upload data monthly to help observe seasonal movements of wildlife
across the region. For people who love being outside, projects such as

Spring Seekers and Aravaipa Habitat Project could be a great fit! Check

out their website to learn more: skyislandalliance.org,

Tucson Audubon Bird Count

The Tucson Bird Count is coordinated by the Tucson Audubon
Society with wide participation by local birders. The goal of the
count is to determine how different parts of Tucson are utilized by
native birds, and use this knowledge to create better bird habitat. Us-
ing data from this study, Tucson Audubon created “Recipe Cards”
that equip homeowners to bring birds to their yards by providing
food, water and shelter. Any birder that can readily identify Tucson’s
common birds is invited to adopt a route to survey. Park counts are
conducted once every season and other routes only take one morn-
ing of your choice between April 15 and May 15. To learn more, see

tucsonbirds.org.

You can be a communityy (scientist too!
Globe At Night: an international campaign to raise public awareness and scien- :
tificunderstanding of the impact of light pollution by inviting people to measure NestWatch: Find and
& submit their night sky brightness observations monitor bird nests,

Project FeederWatch: Watch and

record birds at your feeders in winter.
Galaxy Zoo: To understand how galaxies formed, we must classify
L them by their shape. You can help by examining telescope images
eBird: Track and share your of distant galaxies. If you're quick, you may even be the first
sightings anywhere, any time. person to see the galaxies you're asked to classify.

Don’t see anything here that fits your fancg'.'.Check out scistarter.org to search thousands of Community Science projects.
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by Catherine Bartlett,
Education Program Manager

Discovering what
nature lives in and
around your area!

At the Desert Museum, we use wildlife cameras (also known as trail cams or camera traps) in
exhibits (to track health and activity of animals), in student research projects, and in partner-
ship with the Sky Island Alliance’s FotoFauna Project. You too can capture backyard biodiversity

with these devices. Give it a shot!

Determine How You Want to Use the Camera
Do you want to use a wildlife camera near your home and check it
regularly? If so, you don't need Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, or cellular capa-
bilities-- a simple model with an SD memory card will suffice. Next,
decide if you want photos, videos, or both and search for one with
your media preference. Other features to consider: time lapse, low-
glow night shots, viewing window on the device, and audio enabled.

@ Scout a Place to Put your Camera
wn property is the best place to begin your camera trapping
adventure, but if you want to put it (or point it) elsewhere you'll

need permission from the landowner or agency responsible for that
land.

@ Set a Budget and Shop Around

h any purchase, do your research and read the reviews. De-
vices can run anywhere from $40 dollars to a couple hundred. At
the Desert Museum we use brands such as Browning and Bushnell
which have proven quality over the years. Don't forget to get reus-
able batteries and an SD card. Helpful hint: Some cameras can only
use SD cards up to a certain GB (gigabyte) capacity so check that
your SD card is compatible with the camera you want.

@ Unbox that Beauty and Set it Up
y is a thrill to set up your camera (go step by step through its

user manual) and get it outside. For best photos, pick a location that

isfree of tall grass orbranchesto ensureyouaren't gettinghundreds
ofimages of vegetation on awindy day. Set the cameranear a known
wildlife trail, a water dish, or anywhere you've noticed tracks or
scat. Keep it low to the ground and use test mode to ensure activity
is being picked up. Hint: most cameras have difficulty focusing at
close range. Place your camera 4 or more feet away from the activity
spot. Now, and this is crucial, turn on your camera before walking
away. Many biologists (myself included) have learned the hard way!

@ Check Your Camera’s Memory Card

the real fun—discovering what nature lives in and around
your area! If you're in Tucson you might see bobcats, hawks, jave-
lina, roadrunners, and coyotes in addition to all the quail and doves.

You might be surprised to learn that a skunk or a raccoon lives in
your area, too!

m Share Your Pics
using at-home STEM activity is fun for everyone and a great

way to inspire your family to take notice of the biodiversity in their
surroundings. Then, add your photos to community science projects
such as Bobcats in Tucson and FotoFauna. Once you have a location
you like, keep your camera there for an extended amount of time.
It's fascinating to see seasonal variations, migratory species, or
see those chicks, cubs, or pups grow up. Keep a running list of all
species sighted—your area might be a lot wilder than you expected!
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Historic Medium for
Modern Times

The Ironwood Gallery is hosting tue show features pieces that

- an art exhibition by the Tucson
Pastel Society until May 9, 2021
entitled “Historic Medium for

Modern Times".

demonstrate the unique beauty of
pastel painting. Highlighting diverse
subjects, the works capture each
artist’s inspiration to create original
art using a traditional medium in a
modern world.

One final collaborative desert-themed
piece will be featured and available
for purchase during the show, with
proceeds benefiting the Desert

Museum and the Tucson Pastel Society.

4

CLASSES in SPRING!
Join us for in-person spring classes!
We have implemented reopening and
safety precautions in response to _
 COVID-19. Measures include mandatory
mask wearing, reduced enrollment, open
doors, and a plexi- screen for instructors.
Classes will be modified for safety for the
foreseeable future.



SorISRTSTORY

Fill in the blanks with your own words to create a story as unique as the Sonoran Desert!

HINT: AN ADJECTIVE IS A WORD THAT DESCRIBES AN ANIMAL, il | f i
PERSON, THING, OR THOUGHT. C(EXAMPLES: GREEN, FUZZY, OR TALL) Y

ne day in ,a/n met a/n
(season) (adjective) (animal)

at the base of a saguaro. They became friends and

(adjective) (animal)

went for a/n in the desert. They suddenly heard a/n
(verb) (sound)

and in fright, but it was only a/n saying hello. They
(verb) (animal)

continued on their desert adventure, and encountered a/n
(adjective)

& L

>
"~

digging a burrow. “Why are you ?", they asked. “Well,
(animal) _ (verb)

because it is in the desert and my burrow keeps the temperature in my
(temperature)

home just right”, replied the creature. The animal friends continued on their desert adventure

= #% and they came across a/n cactus! They asked “Why are you so

¢ (adjective)  (adjective)
() \

. N

cactus?” The cactus replied “My spines protect me from animals and SSES¥ il
(adjective) P ML

provide me with shade!” The animal friends realized this was the perfect spot to take a ‘Q‘!.Vf/

break and decided to enjoy a/n in the shade with the
(length of time) (snack)
cactus as everyone was feeling and from their adventure.
(adjective) (adjective) Wy

Share your Sonoran Desert Story with us via social media (@desertmuseum) or by
emailing education@desertmuseum.org!




Gifts of securities are win-win situations for you and

for a cause you care about! These gifts are one of many
ways you can directly support the Desert Musuem.
Alot of people are choosing to give out of their investments in

order to save on two types of taxes at the same time - while
having an even bigger impact for the nonprofit. You can avoid

capital gains tax, on top of receiving a deduction on income
taxes by making a gift of stock. This type of philanthropy has
incredible tax savings- up to 60% in some states, depending

on income taxes.

Become a Desert Hero! It costs $29,000 a day to run the Desert
Museum, and you can make a significant impact to support
our mission. Contact your financial or tax advisor to learn how
beneficial stock giving can be useful to you and the causes you
care about.

To receive stock donation instructions for the Desert Mu-
seum, contact lwenker@desertmuseum.org or 520-883-3005.

Arch and Laura Brown
The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum

is so fortunate to have supporters
like these who have pledged to sus-
tain the organization’s ongoing work.
Thanks to them, and supporters like
you, every bit helps.

m,,

“We have found that donating highly appreciated stock is
a smart and effective way to support our beloved Desert
Museum with major gifts every year. Sonoran Desert con-
servation and education is important to us, and there is no
better feeling than getting outdoors to enjoy the beauty of
the Museum.

We love to drive over Gates Pass and visit the Museum
to recharge our batteries, and it's so inspiring to see the
wide-eyed children and adults learning about the desert.”

Join us virtually for an evening to celebrate
the Sonoran Desert, showing your love and
support for the Desert Museum!

Sunday, April 25th, 2021, 5pm

All details can be found at www.desertmuseum.org/gala
Video presentations | Entertainment | Wildlife demonstrations

Back to N atu re ~ Bid on one-of-a kind treasures & experiences at the online auction!



MAJOR DONORS

Anonymous

The Flinn Foundation
Penelope Graf

John Lee Compton

McIntosh Family Foundation
Haskell Fund

Sarah and David Smallhouse
The Guilford Fund

Evangelical Lutheran Church In America

(ELCA)
Estate of Ronald K. Dinchak
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Peggy Heim

IN HONOR OF
In honor of Althea McClure
Craig L. McClure

In honor of Amanda Timmerman
Danielle Artis

In honor of Anna Heyer
Jack Price
Karen and Gary Price

In honor of Conservation, Education
and Science Staff

Dr. Debra Colodner and

Dr. John Leipsic

In honor of Bill Marum
Megan Troughton

In honor of Brian Denham
Patricia A. Denham and Dad

In honor of Carol Coderre
Kathryn Huber

In honor of Clarice Voigt
Celeste Ellis

In honor of Daniel Trocola
Danielle Artis

In honor of David, Alicia, Tobias
and Lydia Braxton
Jean and Lowell P. Braxton

In honor of Dorothy and Willis Fagg
Andrew Fagg

In honor of Doug Andrews
Katy Neves

In honor of Douglas Rich
Bradford W. Rich

In honor of Flora Jane Ahlgrim
James Harper

In honor of Glen Netherton
JoEllen Lopez

In honor of Greg Smith
Kevin Bauerle

Carol West

David Bauerle

In honor of Harley Bear
Bruce Lustig

In honor of Jennifer Perez
Matthew Black

In honor of Jo Musser-Krauss
Mary Dosch Doubleday

In honor of John ONeil
Anonymous

In honor of Jonathan Rich
Bradford W. Rich

In honor of Judi Kelch
Allison Fletcher

In honor of Judi Mottus
Amy Fletcher

In honor of Katherine Henckler
Sarah B. Kingan

In honor of Lacey
Daryn Stover

In honor of Lynn Garbarino
Marcy Briggs

In honor of Margaret Chainski
Karin and Thomas Nilsson

In honor of Marilyn Gustin
Anonymous

In honor of Michael Mount
Mr. and Mrs. John Wassenberg
Elizabeth Lord

In honor of Molina Walters
Dana Hansen

In honor of Nate and Bowen
Nancy and Eugene W. Crandall

In honor of Nina, Jack and ElanaRoss
Jean and Lowell P. Braxton

In honor of My Momma
Jeanne Bazz

In honor of P. Lopez
Katherine Marwitz

In honor of Reijo Kemppinen
Krista Kemppinen

In honor of Robert Hastings
Mary Lou Cannamela

In honor of Shannan Marty
Kerry L. Baldwin
Kim and Marty Flack
Sarah B. Kingan
Shannon Breslin and

Kristin K. Terpening
Priscilla and Michael Baldwin
Altar Valley Conservation Alliance
John and Robin Baade
Al LeCount and Cheryl Mollohan
Dan and Mary Kretschmer
Terry Jackson and Terry Enfield

In honor of Sheri Harris
Keith Harris

In honor of Keith and Sheri Harris
Dean Harris

In honor of Stephanie Miramadi
Glenn Neubauer

In honor of The Sydir Family
Mr. and Mrs. Steve J. Little

In honor of Thomas Gribb
Wendy McMullin

In honor of Tim Allen
Cynthia S. Goodwin

In honor of Tyler Perlefein
Hannah Thorn

In honor of Williams nephews
and angel
Ronnette and Jim Benke

In honor of ASDM staff and volunteers
Elizabeth Beyrer and Fred D’Andgelo

In honor of Jammie and
POPS Humphreys
Megan Humphreys

In honor of Friday Docents!
Ms. Lyn S. Mason

In honor of Judy Holt
Marz and Judy Holt

In honor of Layla Castillo
Jennifer S. Bond

In honor of Lewis Hopkins
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Cocker

In honor of Mary Walker
Nancy Mahler

In honor of Nancy Albrecht
Bonnie and Friedrich Albrecht

In honor of Patricia and Albert Raihl
Mr. Michal Witkowski and
Ms. Margaret Raihl

In honor of Peggy Larson
Kathleen Bethel

In honor of Priscilla and
Michael Baldwin

Elaine and David Mongeau
Jordan Park Mission

In honor of Susan Small
Mary and Charles Miller

In honor of Todd McClarren
Jane and Todd A. McClarren

In honor of Debra Colodner
Jeffrey Power

In honor of Janis Byers
William Oliver

In honor of Jean Fry Ehinger
Dr. Marcia Ehinger

In honor of Marilyn Gustin
Anonymous

In honor of Chriso Mellis
Sondra Sharee

In honor of Quill
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt P. Goudy

In honor of Sheila Polk
Penny and Joe Cramer

In honor of The Stimulus
Anne Eychaner

IN MEMORY OF
In memory of A.Ferreyra
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Genzman

In memory of Abe Lackow
Jake Lackow

In memory of Audrey and Ralph Patey
Nancy D. Cook

In memory of Martin Mannlein
Barbara Mannlein

In memory of Betty Vance
Judith and Gary M. Vance

In memory of Brian Marrs
Ms. Kathy Marrs and Mr. Bruce Lustig

In memory of Carlos Flores
Linda and Bruce Beeber

In memory of Carol Vondy
Carol Vondy

In memory of Carolyn Buchholz
Linda Schien

In memory of Claudia Dalton
Bryan and Debra Dalton

In memory of Daniel Lyons
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold H. Kraus
Dan Feig

Denise and Loren Waddell
Lolly and John Almquist, Jr.
Georgiann Carroll

Dian Rutin

Carol Volk

Judith and B. Gene Beach
Regina and John C. Todd

Barbara and John L. Carter

Jan Landstrom

Lex and Carol Sears

April and Jon Fenton

Sidney N. Mendelsohn

Mr. and Mrs. David C. Smalthouse
Curtis S. Scaife

Bettina Lyons

Kerstin Block

Charlotte and Thomas D. Nelson
Deborah Howard Jacob and Jeff Jacob
Ann and Donald F. McKenna
Sally Wenaas

Brokers Roundtable

Mickey Wilder and Brick P. Sorts
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Jenkins

Tim Staring

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Plunkett

In memory of Dave Green
Damon Gay

In memory of David Hamilton
Anonymous

In memory of Dick Pugh
Mr. Timothy Jull

In memory of Edith Johnson
and Tim Kawamoto
Kenneth J. Kawamoto

In memory of Edmond and Millie
Martell Lany Kay Martell

In memory of Elaine Mattes
Ralph Potter

In memory of Elizabeth Bennett
La Posada at Park Centre, Inc.

In memory of Elizabeth and William
Woodin Haskell Fund

In memory of Eric Henderson
Colin Henderson

In memory of Esther Houston
Emily Jones

In memory of Floyd Courtwright
Patricia Courtwright

In memory of Frances Holt
Alison Holt

In memory of Gerald Dulgov
Theresa Dulgov

In memory of Harry S, Helen,
Mike and Patrick James
Barbara and Roy V. Pollock

In memory of Jim Carruth

David and Robin M. Hauert

Joe McNaboe and Kathleen Patterson
Your Friends At ADE

Clifford R. Cova

Susan Werner

In memory of Jim Stier
Heidi Hutchins

In memory of Jinny Ladd
Elizabeth Ladd

In memory of Joseph Hildebranski
Valerie Hildebranski

In memory of Justin Richert
The Bialis Family

In memory of Kathy Comer
Jack Comer

In memory of Kent Rollie
Kara Dinicola

In memory of Lawrence and

Sophia Spencer
Laura Franklin

...continued on page 8
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.DONOR RECOGNITION
..continued from page 7

In memory of Lendell and Irma Cockrum

Magdalena Castillo-Cockrum and
Ward A. Cockrum

In memory of Leroy Shawker
Sibille Tallant

In memory of Lois Baker
Anna M. Domitrovic

In memory of Loyal Weikhorst
Dr. and Mrs. Todd Wiekhorst

In memory of Luke Smith
Nancy Smith

In memory of Mary Walker
Lynn and Michael S. Harris

In memory of Muriel Holben
Linda Tumellie

In memory of Pauline Hatfield
The Pauline Preserve

In memory of Peter Voevodsky

Thomas E. IT and Barbara C. Donnelley |

Barbara Ritchie

In memory of Ralph Morrow
Michael Morrow

In memory of Richard Emery
Anna M. Domitrovic

In memory of Rico Guerrero
Epifanio Guerrero

In memory of Robert Metz
Mining Foundation Of The Southwest

In memory of Robert G. and Martha G. West

Anonymous

In memory of Robert Groscost
Mr. and Mrs. Gene R. Simmons

In memory of Ruby Shaw
Gail and Roger Wynn

In memory of Russell Swanson
Dr. Marie Swanson

In memory of Sarah Rae Martin
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold Martin

In memory of Schuyler Haskell
Haskell Fund

In memory of Squirt, I'wa and Rattle -
Desert Tortoises
Mary Sekaquaptewa

In memory of Stephen Apthorp
Anonymous

In memory of Stephen Jacobs
Nancy and John Howard

In memory of Tom Sturdy

Art MacDonald

Sally Sherman

Virginia Kovatch

Dr. Aubrey and Deanna Mendelow
Jay Allen and Sarah Lee-Allen
Elizabeth and Renden T. Sullivan
Ms. Joyce A. Quinn

Beverly Parker

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sykora

Mrs. Shelly Watson

Kate and Michael Lahey

Deb and Don Stewart

Douglas Mortensen

Karla Reading

Mrs. Marjorie Reveal

Carol Dobbins

Donna J. Freeman

Richard Maxwell

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis D. Aughenbaugh

ARIZONA-SONORA

DESERT
MUSEUM

Kris and Mike Kladis
David and Robin M. Hauert

In memory of Willard Lee “Wolfeyes”

Roberts
Denise M. Roberts

In memory of William Olliver
Kathryn Besemer

In memory of Barbara Papanikolas

Susan Vardon

Mr. Richard W. Hammel

Carolyn Skinner

Helen and Steven Usdan

Ruben Fernandez

Alan Levin

Kenneth Simpson & Co.

Susan and Charles R. Lynn

Danielle Zurcher

William Papanikolas

Zeese Papanikolas

Caroline McLoughlin

Allan Smart

Barbara and Jim Conen

David Papanikolas

David Mackstaller and
Lyn Papanikolas

Olivia Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Plunkett

In memory of Martin Mannlein
Barbara Mannlein

Wealth

In memory of Chas A. and
Genevieve Whitlock
Ms. Cathy Rowlette

In memory of Elizabeth Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Bartlett

In memory of Frank Lundberg with
Idaho Herpetology Society
Steven Lee

In memory of Lyle Frohberg
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Blount

In memory of Margaret Rau
Cheryl Edman

In memory of Marilyn Hamilton
Mary L. Hamilton

In memory of Mary Jo Milligan
Kerry B. Milligan and Craig W. LeCroy

In memory of Paula Fan
Ms. Paula Fan

In memory of Robert Saxton
Mr. and Mrs. Terrance Saxton

In memory of Ryan Sattler
Susan Fitzgerald

In memory of Stephen and
Persis Congdon

Dr. John R. Leech and

Ms. Sarah C. Congdon

In memory of Bettie Chouinard
Pamela Armstrong

In memory of Brian Marrs
Ms. Kathy Marrs

In memory of Cydney Loggins
Jim H. Loggins

In memory of Dave Green
Damon Gay

\ Management
Schaefer Present
RBC ® Investment Group

You live thoughtfully, why not invest more thoughtfully?
Sustainably, responsibly and with impact.

Visit us at www.spsinvestmentgroup.com

This Desert Museum Newsletter issue is proudly
sponsored by RBC Wealth Management.
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PAID
ARIZONA-SONORA
DESERT MUSEUM

The mission of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum is to inspire people to alive in harmony with
the natural world by fostering love, appreciation, and understanding of the Sonoran Desert.

In memory of Alan Harris
Diane Lebel

In memory of Elizabeth Arnold
Talitha Arnold

In memory of Jeanette Moon
Steve Carline

In memory of Leigh Fox
Marleigh Fletcher

Thank you to the donors
for their generous
support of the Desert
Museum's stewardship,
interpretive, and
conservation efforts.
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