Barbara Hurley, Catalina Magnet High School, Tucson, AZ Earth Camp for Educators 2013
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Wastewater to Wetlands

Positive Choices for People and the Environment (
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	A wastewater wetland is a human designed facility with the purpose of naturally cleaning the liquid waste from water treatment plants while reestablishing habitat for native flora and fauna. Constructed wetlands do this by bringing together water, plants, animals, microorganisms and the environment – sun, soil, air – to improve water quality.  Like a natural wetland, the constructed wetland works as a bio-filter, removing sediments and pollutants, such as heavy metals, from the water.  Two examples of waste water wetlands in Arizona are Tres Rios Constructed Wetlands in Phoenix and Sweetwater Wetlands Park in Tucson.

